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REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


:o: 

To  the  Chairman  and  Memhern  of  the  Burgess  Hill  Urban  District  Cu^incil. 

I have  the  honour  to  piesent  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  heallli 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Burgess  Hill  and  of  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1938. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  12.55  and  this  figure  when  adjusted  gives 
a Corrected  Death  Rate  of  9.66  as  compared  with  11.51  for  the  previous 
year  and  11  6 for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is 
38.5  and  is  below  that  for  ihe  country  as  a whole.  No  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles, 
or  Whooping  Cough. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a slight  increase  from  that  of  the  previous  year 
and  is  in  fact  the  highest  for  the  last  five  years. 

During  the  year  the  Council  resolved  to  offer  free  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  for  children  from  1 year  to  14  years  of  age  who  attended  or 
would  normally  attend  the  elementary  schools.  The  Council  provides  the 
inoculating  material  (T.A.F.)  free  of  charge  to  the  general  practitioners 
and  pay  the  latter  5/-  for  each  child  who  receives  the  necessary  three 
injections.  The  response  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  not  so  satisfactory 
as  hoped  for,  only  about  60%  of  the  children  attending  the  elementary 
schools  being  immunised  and  the  percentage  of  the  ‘under  fives’  was 
even  smaller.  During  the  present  year  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  possible  for 
every  parent  with  an  unprotected  child  to  he  visited  by  the  Disti  ict  Nurse 
or  by  a special  voluntary  helper  in  order  that  the  facilities  available  may 
he  m ide  known  By  this  means  a,nd  also  through  the  co-operation  of  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  the  percentage  of  acceptances  in  the  ‘ under  fives  ’ 
should  he  increased  considerably. 


4 


Should  ail  emergency  occur,  this  District  is  scheduled  to  receive  a 
large  numlier  of  evacuated  children  from  London,  many  of  whom  will,  no 
doubt,  be  Diphtheria  ‘ Carriers  ’ and  it  is  therefore  all  the  more  importunt 
for  our  local  children  to  be  protected.  Although  the  Council’s  scheme 
only  applies  to  children  who  attend  or  will  attend  elementary  schools,  it 
is  equally  important  for  children  who  attend  or  will  attend  private  schools 
to  be  protected  and  parents  of  such  children  should  consult  their  own 
doctor  on  this  matter. 

A Health  week  was  organised  during  the  month  of  May  in  conjunction 
with  the  Cuckheld  Urban  and  Cuckfield  Rural  Districts  and  proved  a 
distinct  success.  Health  plays  were  given  by  school  children  in  the 
evenings  in  the  villages  and  were  followed  by  Health  Talks.  Afternoon 
meetings  were  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Women’s  Institutes,  the 
programme  consisting  of  health  films  or  talks.  The  senior  elemental  v 
school  children  also  attended  the  local  cinemas  for  a morning  session  of 
showing  of  various  health  films.  The  total  number  who  attended  the 
meetings  was  4,500  which  figure  in  my  opinion  justified  the  amount  of 
work  involved  in  the  organisation. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Health  Week  a Physical  Training  and  Sports 
Display  was  organised  by  the  three  Councils  in  conjunction  with  the 
Central  Council  for  Recreative  Physical  Training  and  with  the  Fitness 
Committee  for  Surrey  and  Sussex.  The  Display  was  held  in  Victoria 
Park,  Haywards  Heath,  over  1,500  performers  taking  part,  the  total 
attendance  being  about  7,000  people.  The  object  of  the  Display  w’as  to 
show  the  range  and  variety  of  recreative  physical  training  offered  to  all 
sections  of  the  community  and  included  such  items  as  gymnastics,  several 
kinds  of  games,  athletics,  fencing,  boxing,  archery  atid  dancing. 

Two  years  ago  a Milk  Survey  was  carried  out  with  a view  to  obtaining 
particulars  as  to  the  amount  of  liquid  milk  consumed  per  head  of  the 
population  iti  this  Urban  District,  and  also  as  to  the  kind  of  milk 
consumed.  A similar  survey  was  carried  out  during  the  month  of 
December  1938,  and  estimating  the  population  at  6,777  the  aveiage  daily 
consumption  per  head  of  the  population  is  .6  of  a pint,  the  same  as  in  1936. 
The  estimated  consumption  for  England  and  Wales  per  head  is  just  over 
.4  of  a pint  so  that  the  consumption  in  this  Urban  District  is  well  above 
that  for  the  country  as  a whole.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given 
on  page  19  the  amount  of  loose  milk  retailed  namely  69  gallons  is  14%  of 
all  milk  retailed  This  percentage  is  less  than  that  of  two  years  ago. 
Prom  the  hvgienic  aspect  all  milk  should  he  sold  in  cartons  or  bottles  and 
I trust  in  the  near  future  the  practice  of  delivering  loose  milk  will  he 
discontinued.  There  is  of  course  no  legislation  to  prevent  milk  being 
retailed  loose  and  it  is  chiefly  through  the  general  public  demanding  that 
milk  should  be  delivered  in  cartons  or  bottles  that  the  retailers  have 
adopted  this  system.  A matter  of  ten  years  ago  the  majority  of  milk  was 
delivered  loose. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Lee,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  co-operation 
in  the  administration  of  the  Health  Department  also  for  his  help  in 
compiling  this  report  and  to  the  other  members  of  the  staff  and  in 
particular  Miss  Everson  my  Chief  Clerk.  I should  like  to  take  this 
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opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  tlie  consideration,  support 
and  assistance  I liave  received  from  the  (iiiairman  and  membeis  of  tlie 
Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — William  B.  Stott,  L R.C  P.  & S.  (Edin  ), 
D.P.H.  (Camb.) 

(Also  IMedical  Officei-  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Urban  and  Cuckfield  Rural 
District  Councils. 

Sanitary  Inspector — G.  V.  R.  Lee,  A.R  San. I.,  M.S.I  A. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS 


1935 

, 1936, 

1937,  1938. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

Area  of  District  in  acies... 

2.024 

2,024 

2,024 

2,024 

Population  to  middle  of 
year... 

6,730 

6,744 

6,777 

6.850 

Rateable  Value 

£53,796 

£53,944 

£57,045 

£59,033 

Sum  represented  by  a 
Penny  Rate  ... 

£203 

^198 

£221 

£223  19  6 

Density  of  Population  (per- 
sons per  acre) 

3.32 

3.33 

3 35 

3.38 

Number  of  Houses 

1,995 

2,047 

2,103 

2.161 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Popu- 
lation 

12.03 

15.1 

14.6 

15.18 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Popu- 
lation 

12.92 

12  31 

11  51 

12.55 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ... 

37.03 

29  41 

10.1 

38.5 
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UNEMPLOYMENT. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Local  Branch  Employment 
Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  following  particulars  relating  to 
Unemployment  during  the  year  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Januarj^ 

98 

12 



4 

February 

128 

11 

1 

4 

March 

98 

12 

— 

Q 

u 

April 

66 

6 

1 

1 

May 

73 

7 

— 

O 

June 

83 

4 

2 

1 

July 

83 

5 

2 

1 

August 

66 

8 

3 

— 

September  ... 

80 

8 

4 

1 

October 

135 

12 

6 

1 

November  ... 

165 

13 

9 

2 

December 

217 

10 

9 

3 

Total 

1292 

108 

37 

23 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 

7. 

8. 

9. 

JO. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 
16 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22 
23 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 
28 

29. 

30. 

31. 
32 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN 
BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Causes  of  Death. 

Typhoid  Fever,  &c. 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Ijethargica  .. 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  &c 
Cancer 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Ilaemorrlnige 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Aneurysm 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchiiis 
Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Dianhoea,  &c.  (under  2 \eai  s) 
Appendicitis 
Ciirhosis  of  Liver 
Other  liiver  Diseases 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Diseases 
Congenital  Causes,  (fee.  .. 

Setiility 
Suicide 

Other  Violence... 

Other  Defined  Causes 
Ill-defined  Causes 


1938. 

Males.  Females. 


3 


8 

2 

1 

10 

4 

4 

1 


3 

2 

1 

2 

3 


1 


12 

1 

1 

10 

3 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

3 
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Totals 


44 


42 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  ANNUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1938.  (Provisional  Figures). 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

Tlie  following  Table  shows  the  Births  registered  for  the  year  1938  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

41 

56 

97 

Illegitimate ... 

3 

4 

7 

Total... 

44 

60  !!! 

104 

This  gives  a rate  of  about  15.18  per 

1,000  populati 

on. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total  Stillbirths  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Legitimate  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate ... 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  following  table  si 

lows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  yea 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

44 

42 

86 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  12.55  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  corrected  death  rate  is  9.66. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  examination  of  specimens  for 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid,  Tuhercnlosi'^,  &c.,  witli  the  Pathological  Depart- 
ment, lioyal  Sussex  (lounty  Hospital,  Brighton.  Medical  practitioners 
send  the  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory  and  they  receive  the  report 
by  telephone,  a copy  of  such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  water,  bathing  pools,  etc.,  and 
biological  examinations  of  milk  are  carried  out  by  the  Clinical  Eeseaich 
Association,  London. 

The  Bacteriological  examination  of  milk  is  carried  out  at  the  South 
Easter  Agricultui  al  College,  Wye. 

Laboratory  Reports. 

Stvabs  for  Diphtheria. 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 
General  Practitioners  and  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  5 ...  5 

Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  — ...  7 ...  7 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A Motor  Ambulance  is  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  British  Bed  Cross  Society 
provide  an  ambulance  for  accident  cases. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Burgess  Hill  ...  “ Windermere,”  Mill  Road  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

(closed  for  August) 

Chest  Clinic. 

Hove  ...  ...  Hove  Hospital,  Sackville  Wednesdays  10  a m. 

Road 

Dental  Clinic. 

Burgess  Hill  ...  ‘‘  Windermere,”  Mill  Road 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

Brighton  ...  Royal  Sussex  County  Men  : Mondays,  5 to  7 

Brighton  p.m,  Thursdays,  5.30  to 

7.30  p m.  ; Saturdays 

2.30  to  4 30  p.m. 

Women  and  Children  : 
Tuesdays,  5 to  7 p.m.  ; 
Thursdays.  3.30  to  5.30 
p.m.  ; Saturdays,  11  30 
a.m.  to  1.30  p.m. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Burgess  Hill  ...  “Windermere,”  Mill  Road 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 

Burgess  Hill  ...  “ Windermere,”  Mill  Road 

Eye  Refraction  Clinics. 

Brighton  ...  Sussex  Eye  Hospital 

Haywards  Heath  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  (Eliot)  Hospital. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


(1)  Water  Supply. 

Practically  all  the  houses  in  the  District  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Burgess  Hill  Water  Company’s  mains.  Samples  are  taken 
periodically  foi'  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  with  very  satisfactory 
reports  in  every  case. 


I append  herewith  a copy  of  one  of  the  repoits. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

Grains 
per  gallon. 

Total  solids  (dried  at  120°C.  ...  ...  ...  H.7 

Combined  chlorine  (as  Cl)  ...  ...  ...  1.47 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  (NaCl)  ...  2-43 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  0.03 

Nitrous  nitrogen  Nitrites)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0013 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C  ...  ...  0 013 

Lead  or  Copper  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Temporary  hardness  (equivalent  to  CaCOj)  ...  11-4 

Permanent  hardness  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ) ...  0.7 

Total  hardness  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ) ...  12  1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

The  average  number  of  organisms  producing  visible 
colonies  on  gelatine  plates,  incubated  at  20oC 
for  three  days  is  found  to  be  ...  ...  5 per  c.c. 

The  average  number  of  organisms  producing  visible 
colonies  on  agar  plates,  incubated  at  37.5'’C 
for  two  days  is  found  to  be  ...  ...  2 per  c.c. 

B.  coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  not  found  in  100  c.c. 

Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  not  found  in  30  c c. 

Cl.  Welchii  (spores)  ...  ...  ...  ...  not  found  in  100  c c. 

This  water  is  considered  wholesome  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 


12 


(2)  Drainage. 

Number  of  Houses  or  Premises  redrained  ...  ...  15 

Additions  or  amendments  to  existing  drains  ...  ...  12 

Lengths  of  new  drain  laid  ...  ...  ...  57 

Inspection  and/or  intercepting  chambers  provided  and/or 

reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

New  gully  traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  17 

Ventilation  Shafts  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  12 

Drains  cleansed  from  obstruction  ...  ...  ...  51 

Surface  Water  Drainage  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  disconnected  and  drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ....  ...  ...  8 


(3) .  Sewage  Disposal. 

Schemes  were  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works  and  the  sewerage  for  the  Folders  Lane  area  and  the  Public  Inquiry 
was  held  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(4) .  Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  the  district 
Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district 
Number  of  water  closets  in  district  ... 

(5) .  Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  once  per  week.  All  houses  in 
the  district  are  provided  with  bins  and  defects  are  reported  by  the  men 
employed  on  collection. 

The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  where  disposal 
is  effected  by  incineration. 

The  system  of  collection  and  disposal  continues  to  prove  both 
satisfactory  and  economical. 

House  Refuse. 

Number  of  covered  ash  pits 
Number  of  uncovered  ash  pits  ... 

Number  of  houses  using  bins 

(6) .  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Visils. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District  during  the  year  1938. 

Housing  Acts. 

Primary  visits  ...  ...  • 152 

Re-visits  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  478 


Nil. 

All. 


Nil 

9 

2198 


630 
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Public  Health  Acts. 

brought  forward  630 

Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  190 

lle-visils  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  624 

.Miscell.aneous. 

Visits  to  Slaughtei  houses  ...  ...  •••  626 

Visits  to  .Meat  Sliops  ...  ...  ...  ...  275 

re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  108 

,,  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 

,,  Factories...  ...  ..  ...  43 

,,  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  80 

,,  Rat  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  40 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Total  ...  3162 


[h)  Notices. 

Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1937  ...  ...  62 

Number  of  Notices  issued  during  1938: — 

(a)  Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

(b)  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  during  1938  : — 

(a)  Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

(5)  Statutory— By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1938  ...  ...  39 

(c)  Nuisances. 

Total  Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  130 

Total  number  of  nuisances  found  during  the  year  ...  112 

Abated  as  result  of  infoimal  action  ...  ...  ...  103 

Outstanding  at  end  of  1938  ...  ...  ...  7 


(d)  Works  supervised  During  the  Year. 

Housing  Defects  External. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Chimneys  repnired  or  repointed  ...  ...  ...  23 

Chimney  pots  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Brickwork  of  walls  or  rendering  lepaiied  ..  ...  37 

Eaves  Gutters  and/or  Down  Pipes  repaired  or  overhauled...  65 
Provision  for  disposal  of  rainwater  ...  ...  ...  8 

Yard  paving  renewed,  extended  or  lepaired  ...  ...  16 

External  decorations  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  damp-proof  courses  provided  ...  ...  2 

Cemetit  fillets  around  doors  and  windows  repaired  ...  25 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Internal, 


Number  of  rooms  re-decorated  ...  ...  ...  201 

Plaster  of  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Dampness  of  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  43 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Celling  dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  29 

Floors  : Wood  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Brick  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Underfloor  ventilation  provided  ...  ...  2 

Skirting  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Firegrates:  Repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  11 

Hearth  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Staircase:  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Handrail  provided  ...  ...  ...  36 

Windows:  Frames  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  27 

Made  to  open  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sash  cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Foodstores,  light  and  ventilation  provided  ...  ...  8 

Doors:  Woodwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rendered  weather-proof  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wash  Coppers  : Brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Flues  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fire  box  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cooking  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

Increased  light  and/or  ventilation  provided  to  rooms  ...  10 

Smoke  nuisance  remedied  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed 

Trapped  sink  waste  pipes  provided  or  renewed 

Sink  wastes  cleansed 

Sanitary  conveniences  made  separate 

Water  supply  laid  on  to  water  closets 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  cisterns 

W.C.  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  ... 

W.C.  floors  repaired 

W.C.  brickwork  and  walls  repaired  ... 

W.C.  walls  and/or  ceilings  cleansed  ... 

W.C.  roofs  repaired 
W.C.  doors  repaired 
W.C.  seats  renewed 

Light  atid/or  ventilation  provided  to  W.C. 
Miscellaneous 


17 

11 

10 

1 

2 

6 

6 

8 

6 

6 

10 

7 

10 

6 

11 

7 

6 
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Miscellaneous. 

Accuuuiliitions  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisance  from  keeping  of  animals  abated  ...  ...  1 

Injurious  weeds  cut  down  ...  ...  ...  0 

EtUuvium  nuisance  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  cesspools  remedied  ...  ...  . . 11 

Miscellaneous...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Complaints. 

During  the  year  130  complaints  were  received,  dealing  with  the 
following  matters  : 

Rats  ...  ..  ■■■  ...  ...  19 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Non-rem(jval  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Unsatisfactory  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  manure,  etc.  ...  ...  9 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Overcrowding  . ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ..,  1 

Effluvium  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisance  from  cesspools  ...  ...  ..  ...  6 

Injurious  weeds  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(7)  Shops  and  OflBces. 

Forty-six  shops  were  inspected  under  the  above  Act,  involving  62 
visits,  and  the  following  are  the  results  of  woiks  carried  out: — 

Lighting  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  3 

7 

(8)  Bathing  Pool. 

Samples  of  Water  were  taken  from  the  Swimming  Pool  dining  the 
season,  and  all  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  during  1938  was  12,207. 


IG 


(9)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  2 

Number  of  Council  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  2 

Numl)er  of  other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  6 

Number  of  other  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  6 


(2)  Methods  of  dealing  with  infested  houses:  (a)  Spraying  with 
Insecticide;  (b)  Gas. 

(3)  No  special  action  with  regard  to  the  belongings  of  tenants  of 
Council  Houses. 

(4)  Disinfestation  carried  out  by  (a)  Council  Houses — Contractor 

and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
(bj  Other  Houses — Contractor. 

(5)  Periodic  re-visits  hy  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  aie 
satisfactory. 

HOUSING  TABLE. 


1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  dueing  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  210 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  pui’pose  ...  826 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Kegulations,  1925  and  1932  89 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  252 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  needing  further  action  : 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  8 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-bead  (a)  above)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(Ij  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 


Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ..  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts; 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  I 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ..  Nil 

G.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  IS  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Representations,  &c.,  made  in  respect  of 


Dwelling  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  were  accepted  from  Owners,  Section  11 
(3): 

{a)  To  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 
(b)  As  to  usage  other  than  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 
(1)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground 


Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground 
Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Number  op  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  1938 : — 

(1 ) State  aided  : 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ..  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Public  Utility  Societies,  &c.  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Without  State  Aid  ..  ...  ..  38 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 


5.  Housing  Conditions  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  Houses  in  the  District  ...  ...  2,161 

(2)  Number  of  Working  Class  Houses  (included  in  above)...  1,221 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.,  OVERCROWDING. 


(a) 

(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

Nil. 

(ii.) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

Nil. 

(iii.) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Nil. 

(^) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
the  year 

Nil. 

(c) 

(i-) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 
year 

Nil. 

(ii.) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Nil. 

{d) 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authoiity 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ... 

Nil. 

(^) 

Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


1.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Kegister  ... 

Number  of  Inspections 

Number  of  Alilch  Cows  in  District 


12 

108 

232 


Arrangements  for  Veterinary  Inspeciion  of  Cows  : Inspection  by 
County  Council. 


Number  of  Retailers  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 

,,  Retail  Dailies...  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  Retailers  wirh  Steam  Sterilisation  Plants  ...  15 

,,  Samples  for  Bacteriological  Analysis...  ...  68 

,,  Samples  for  Biological  Test  ...  ...  6 

Licences  granted  for  Sale  of  Milk  under  Special  Designations. 

T.T.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accredited  (Producers — Granted  by  County  Council)  ...  6 

Accredited  (Retailers— Granted  by  Urban  Council)  ...  3 


11 

68  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis.  Of  these 
34  were  satisfactory  and  18  unsatisfactory.  The  balance  of  16  samples 
were  delayed  on  rail  and  the  results  disregarded. 
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Improvements  Effected. 

Number  of  cowsheds  where  standings  have  been  renewed 
New  concrete  standings  and  mangers  provided  ... 

New  iron  divisions  provided 

Liglit  and/or  ventilation  to  cowsheds  increased  ... 

Light  and/or  ventilation  to  dairy  increased 
Dairy  floors  repaired  or  renewed 


2 

16 

7 

1 

2 

1 


MILK  SURVEY. 

MILK  RETAILED  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


Ordinary  (loose) 

• . • • • • 

69 

Ordinary  (bottled) 

• • • . . • 

267 

Ordinary  (cai  tons) 

...  ... 

13 

Accredited  (bottled) 

... 

73 

Accredited  (cartons) 

...  ... 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

...  ... 

2 

Pasteurised... 

... 

49 

Total  ... 

473 

Bulk  Supplies 

Total  for  whole  District 

Total  for  whole  District,  1936 

The  percentage  of  children  consuming 
is  51%. 


35  gallons 
508  gallons 
...  ...  492^  gallons 

milk  at  Elementary  Schools 


2.  ICE  CREAM. 

16  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  8 
being  satisfactory  and  8 unsatisfactory. 


3.  MEAT. 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  work  of  meat  inspection  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses,  meat-shops,  etc.  ...  901 

Number  of  carcasses  of  home-killed  meat  examined  : — 

BoYines. 


Bullocks 

• • • 

21 

Cows 

... 

22 

Heifers 

... 

91 

Calves 

... 

...  102 

236 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ... 

... 

...  ... 

324 

Pigs  ... 

... 

... 

303 

863 

56  animals  were  found  to  be  aflected  in  some  degree,  an  increase  of 
2 on  the  figure  for  1937.  The  proportion  of  ariimals  aflected  (6.4  per 
cent)  remains  the  same  as  in  1937. 
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The  following  are  the  details  of  the  diseased  or  unsound  food 
condemned  : — 

Estimated 
Weight  in  lbs. 

...  1,202 

...  308 

...  181 
91 

...  300 

77 
19 
30 


Tuberculosis. 

2 whole  bovine  carcases  and  organs 
11  bovine  heads  and  tongues 
10  bovine  lungs 
5 bovine  livers 

1 bovine  hindquarters  and  offal 
5 pigs’  heads 

4 pigs’  plucks 

2 legs  of  pork 


Cirrhosis 

3 bovine  livers 

2 portions  of  bovine  livers 

4 pigs’  livers 

Distomatosis. 

2 bovine  livers 

1 portion  bovine  liver 

Abscesses. 

3 bovine  livers 

1 sheep’s  pluck 

Bruising. 

2 portions  of  pork  ... 

Pneumonia. 

4 pigs’  lungs 

Strongylosis. 

4 sheeps’  lungs 

Angiomatosis. 

2 bovine  livers 

Acute  Swine  Erysipelas. 

1 pig's  carcase  and  organs. 


5U 

12 

25 


31 

4 


38 

6 


94 


23 


14 


31 


60 


2208 


88^ 


35 


43 


94 


23 


14 


31 


60 


2,596i 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if 
known)'’^' 

Number  inspected 

112 

22 

102 

321 

303 

All  diseases  except 
Tubcrctilosis. 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  vvhicb 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

11 

2 

— 

5 

10 

Percentage  of  tbe 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
tlian  tuberculosis 

9.8% 

9.1% 

1.56% 

3 63% 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 





Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

10 

10 

— 



7 

Percentage  of  tlie 
number  inspected 
a ff  e c t e d with 
tuberculosis 

9.8% 

50% 

— 

— 

2.3% 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  100%  inspection  of  all  animals 
slaughteied  for  food  witliin  the  area. 
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PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

2 Diphtheria. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


NOTIFICATIONS 

OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Hospital 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 



Pneumonia 

11 

— 



Frysipelas 

5 

...  — 

. 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

...  — 

. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Notitiable  Diseases. 

Under  1 year. 

1 to  2.  I 

2 to  3. 

3 to  4. 

o 

5 to  10. 

10  to  15. 

15  to  20. 

1 

20  to  35. 

35  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

> 

o 

lO 

CD 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

X 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

11 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

5 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

4 

5 

21 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT. 
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DEAN’S  FARM  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  Hospital  is  now  administered  by  the  Mid-Sussex  Joint  Hospital  Board,  composed  of  Members  of  this  Council,  the  Cucklield 
Rural  and  Cucklield  Urban  Districts.  The  Hospital  serves  the  needs  of  these  three  Districts. 

Medical  Superintendenr — Dr.  W.  B.  STOTT. 
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Average  stay  per  patient — 28.33  days. 

Smallpox. 

Cases  of  Smallpox  are  sent  to  the  Sedgebrook  Smallpox  Hospital,  Blumpton,  which  has  accommodation  for  ten  cases  and  is 
administered  by  the  Jiast  Sussex  Western  Smallpox  Hospital  Committee. 

Seven  other  Sanitary  Authorities  send  their  cases  to  this  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATION. 


Pulmonarv. 

%/ 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

M ale. 

Pern  ale. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female 

January 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

February 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Api'il  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

]\Iay  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August 

1 

— 

— 

-- 

1 

— 

September 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

October 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

December 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

3 

1 

— 

3 

3 

26 


oo 

CO 

a:> 


o 

z 

2 
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FACTORIES  AND  OTHER  PREMISES. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

• 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(■2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with 
mechanical  power 

63 

FACiTORIES  without 
mechanical  pow’er 

23 





-OTHER  PREMISES  under 
the  Act  including  works  of 
building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  inclu- 
ding outworkers  premises 

Total 

86 

— 

— 

* Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  defects. 

CO  ^ O 

o .Si  s 

V > 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspect’)’ 

(4) 

Number  of  de 

i n respect  of  w 

-S  Prosecutions 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonal)le  temperature  (S.3)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  dra 

Sanitarv 

inage  of  floors  (S  6) 
'insufficient 
unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

Conveniences 

(S.7) 

defective 
not  separate  for 

1 sexes... 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factoiies  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in 
the  Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937). 

1 

1 

Total 

3 
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